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The Time is Now
1 Peter 4:7-11

"The end of all things is near. Therefore, be alert and of sober
mind so that you may pray. ® Above all, love each other

deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. ° Offer
hospitality to one another without grumbling.

1"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various
forms. '' If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks
the very words of God.

If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God
provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus
Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.
Amen. 1 Peter 4:7-11

The end of all things is near???

But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Matthew 24:36

He (Jesus) was chosen before the creation of the world, but was
revealed in these last times for your sake.1 Peter 1:20

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many
times and in various ways, >but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through

whom also he made the universe. Hebrews 1:1-3

Question: How then would I Biblically describe and define the
phrase “last days”? Is the end of all things really near?

2 Peter 3

* Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will
come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. * They will say,
“Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died,
everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” > But
they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens
came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by
water. ® By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and
destroyed. " By the same word the present heavens and earth are
reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction
of the ungodly. ® But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With
the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like
a day. ° The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. '° But the day
of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a
roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and
everything done in it will be laid bare.

"' Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people
ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives *as you
look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will
bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements
will melt in the heat. " But in keeping with his promise we are
looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells.

S0 then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make
every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

We as disciples of Jesus are called to live our lives in view of the end
— the coming of Jesus. What you believe about the future will affect
how you live today. Jesus is going to return for us. It is important for
us to be ready for the return of the king. Don’t wait to be ready.
Don'’'t put things off. Don't spiritually procrastinate. The time is now.
Because the King is coming!




