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Jesus Interaction: Like, Comment, Subscribe, Share
Whoever claims to live in him (Jesus) must walk as Jesus walked. 1 John 2:6

Mark 8 — Clarity

During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus
called his disciples to him and said, 2“I have compassion for these people; they have
already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. * If I send them home
hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long
distance.” * His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get
enough bread to feed them?” 5 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.
“Seven,” they replied.

% He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves
and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute to the
people, and they did so. ” They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them
also and told the disciples to distribute them. 3 The people ate and were satisfied.
Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left
over. ? About four thousand were present.

After he had sent them away, !”he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the
region of Dalmanutha. ' The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test
him, they asked him for a sign from heaven. ' He sighed deeply and said, “Why does
this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.” '* Then he
left them, got back into the boat and crossed to the other side.

14The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had with them
in the boat. 13 “Be careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the
Pharisees and that of Herod.” ' They discussed this with one another and said, “It is
because we have no bread.”

17 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about having
no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? '® Do you
have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember? ! When
I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you
pick up?” “Twelve,” they replied. 2* “And when I broke the seven loaves for the four
thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?”” They answered,
“Seven.” 2! He said to them, “Do you still not understand?”

22 They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to
touch him. 2* He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village.
When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you
see anything?”

24 He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.” 25 Once
more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight
was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 2 Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t
even go into the village.”

The miracle of the feeding of the 4000
The argumentative Pharisees
The confused disciples

Questions of Jesus
Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts. Hebrews 3:15

The strange healing of the blind man

Application

Do you still not see or understand?

Are your hearts hardened?

Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear?
Don’t you remember?

Do you understand who I am?”

Do you see anything?

“Sadly, we live in a time and a culture in which many churches are
filled with people just like the disciples in Mark 8. Our churches are
filled with people who like Jesus, are fascinated with Jesus and are
familiar with the things He has done. Yet, they do not know Him, nor
do they see Him clearly. Many of them, just like the disciples in Mark
8, have created their own picture of Jesus. As a result, we find
ourselves surrounded by people who call themselves Christians, yet
they fail to see that you cannot inherit the promises of Christ without
trusting the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross. Instead of
trusting in Christ, they trust in thousands of personal experiences.
Instead of trusting wholly and completely in the atoning, finished work
of Christ on the cross, they see Jesus from afar, acknowledge the great
things He has done, yet never personally trust His death as the all
sufficient means by which they must be saved. They see Him, but they
do not see Him clearly.” Josh Smith (Theologian)



